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Board Meeting
August 17, Time TBD

Webster Groves Animal Hospital

Regular Club Meeting
September 9, 7:30 p.m.

Webster Groves Animal Hospital
2010 General Meeting Schedule

Second Thursdays of the following months at 
7:30 p.m. held at Webster Groves Animal Hospital
February March May
September October November

The dog’s kennel 
is not the place to 
keep a sausage.

- Danish Proverb
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GSLSSC Yahoo Group
We have a Yahoo group set up for our club membership. This
will be for members only to share information. The address is:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GSLSSC

We have had members who have trouble getting emails or
club documents from the clubs website Members Only
section, so we have set up this group. Any questions please let
Debi know.

HOT SPOTS
Note: First check with your Vet to see if there is a medical
reason for the hot spot, such as a staph infection. If not, then
your dog may be chewing from boredom or anxiety. The pain
of their chewing or licking releases endorphins and other
comforting neuro-chemicals into their blood stream, and this
calms the dog. Spraying the hot spot with a numbing agent
like Lidocaine should break the cycle. Orajel (baby teething
pain medicine) spread around the hotspot is another way to
break the cycle.

Hot Spots Can Appear Overnight

Hot spots are localized skin infections that are usually caused
by a bacterium called Staphylococcus intermedius, although
other bacteria can be involved. In most cases, the cause
remains unknown, although they are often due to some
underlying factor such as fleas, mites, bacteria, allergies, or
irritants (e.g. a harsh shampoo). In some cases, a severe
essential fatty acid deficiency may also be the cause.

It is suspected that increases in the temperature and humidity
of the skin environment may play a role in the development of
these skin infections. This is probably why hot spots tend to be
more common in the summer than in the winter. Often, hot
spots may occur after a dog has been swimming in a lake or
river, likely because this changes the temperature and humidity
of the skin microenvironment. Dogs that are prone to allergies
also tend to get hot spots more readily than non-allergic
dogs. 

At one time, all hot spots were thought to be the same and, as
a result, were all treated the same way. However, research has
shown that there are actually two distinct forms of hot spots
(also known as acute moist dermatitis), namely superficial hot
spots and deep hot spots. Correctly identifying which type of
hot spot your dog has helps the veterinarian to determine the
correct treatment and possibly even the cause. 

Superficial hot spots are, as the name implies, on the skin
surface and appear as a moist patches of inflamed, ulcerated,
itchy skin with matted hair. They are easily treated by clipping
back the hair from the affected area, then cleansing with a
medicated soap and water, followed by application of an
appropriate topical medication. 

The second type of hot spot is the deep hot spot. It is quite
different from the superficial form in that there is itchiness,
ulceration and inflammation but also a very deep infection and
oozing. Unlike the superficial kind of hot spot, these hot spots

must be treated with antibiotics as well as topical treatment.
They are seen most often in young dogs and in Golden
Retrievers and Saint Bernard’s.

Prevention is difficult, if not impossible, unless an underlying
cause can be determined. If you cannot determine the cause,
there are some things you can do to lessen the probability of
your dog getting hot spots. 

For example, giving medicated bathes (e.g. benzoyl peroxide
shampoos) on a regular basis may help prevent some cases
from re-occurring. Supplementing the diet with an essential
fatty acid supplement may prove helpful in others. Early
detection of hot spots before they become serious is also an
important part of any preventative program. Your veterinarian
should be consulted if your dog gets a hot spot so that you
can both work together to relieve your pet’s suffering, as well
as determine a cause and course of treatment.

Home Remedy suggestions that can be used until you can
see your vet:

• Tea bag compresses (black or green tea) to help dry the area
out. Tea can be used as a wash or as a compress.

• Internally, Echinacea, Vitamin C, Goldenseal, and garlic all
help to boost the immune system.

• Domeboro’s (Burow’s) solution (aluminium acetate) -
available over-the-counter at pharmacies to help dry the skin
out. Can be used as a compress or as a spray.

• Rescue remedy cream or liquid applied directly on the
hotspot.

• Keep it clean by dabbing it with a cotton swab soaked in an
antiseptic solution such as Betadine Solution.

• Try a Bach Flower Remedy - Crab Apple. It is specifically
indicated for skin problems such as hotspots. If the cause of
the hotspot is emotionally-related, check into other flower
remedies. There are many to choose from and can help heal
the troubles that reside inside.

• Burow’s Solution (aluminum acetate) three times a day will
keep the area dry and promote healing. Burow’s solution is
available in pharmacies.

• Use Hibiclens Antiseptic Solution (confirm this with your 
Vet prior to use) several times daily. Swab with Hibiclens, then
rinse thoroughly with plain tepid water. Dry surrounding hair
with hairdryer on LOW heat.

• Dab with milk of magnesia to calm irritated skin.

• Spray Colloidal Silver onto the affected area several 
times daily.

• 1 quart water, 1 heaping teaspoon dried sage, 1 heaping
teaspoon of thyme, ¼ tsp. Epsom salt. Boil everything
together for 5 minutes then let it sit overnight. Strain off the
herbs and refrigerate unused portion. You can add it to
shampoo and make a “medicated” shampoo ... also works for
ant bites, red bumps, flea dermatitis, etc.

• Dab with organic apple cider vinegar.
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• Saturate a cotton ball with witch hazel and apply on hot
spots for several days.

• Apply vitamin E gel (buy the capsules and open them) to the
hot spot twice a day.

• Calendula cream or hyper/cal (hypericum and calendula)
cream applied directly to hotspot. 

• Mix equal parts extra virgin olive oil and oil of thyme. Apply
to the hot spot with a cotton ball. This will stop itching and
prevent infection. 

• Aloe Vera gel, freshly squeezed from the plant, helps to calm
and heal. It can be ingested as well to work on the inside.

• Hydrocortisone creams - Some people advocate using a thin
film of an over-the-counter hydrocortisone cream. I would
recommend talking to your vet first - in general, creams and
ointments only serve to “gunk up” the area and prevent
proper drying if used incorrectly. Also, if the pet licks it, you
want to make sure that it isn’t toxic.

• Fleas and Teas - Fleas HATE Stash Earl Grey. Tear open a few
bags, scatter the tea about on your carpet and vacuum up in
a few days. Fleas will flee. Other folks have noticed that their
pets love to roll in Stash-perhaps that’s why!

• Mix a combination of one part lavender oil, one part Neem
oil, to 9 parts almond oil. Apply to sores and infected areas
once or twice daily.

• Mix ten drops of yellow dock extract with ten drops of
Echinacea extract, dilute with four ounces of distilled water
and apply. Yellow dock is effective as an itch treatment. Other
herbs that help with itching are calendula and aloe vera. 

• Make up a mixture of three tablespoons fresh lemon juice
mixed with two ounces of witch hazel and four ounces of
distilled water: Add 10 drops of grapefruit seed extract and
six drops each of tea tree oil, golden seal root, olive leaf
extract, and pau d’arco. Keep away from the eyes. Spray or
dab onto sores once a day.

LEGISLATIVE CORNERLEGISLATIVE CORNER
Informational Update: 

Federal PUPS legislation introduced
Thursday, May 27, 2010

U.S. Senator Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) introduced US Senate bill S.
3424 late Tuesday evening. The bill is designed to close the
“internet loophole” in the Animal Welfare Act which allows
breeders who sell numerous puppies over the internet or
directly to the public to avoid the USDA regulation required of
other breeder-retailers. 

The measure, called the Puppy Uniform Protection and Safety
Act (PUPS) is a complete revision of previous measures by the
same name. This bill would require individuals who breed and
sell more than 50 puppies a year over the internet or directly
to the public to be regulated by the USDA. 

The bill amends the Animal Welfare Act in the following
specific way: 

1. Defines anyone who breeds and sells more than 50 puppies
a year as a High Volume Breeder Retailer. High Volume
Breeder Retailers would be required to abide by current
USDA dog dealer regulations. These regulations require
kennels to: 

– Obtain a USDA license, 

– Meet federal minimum standards of care, 

– Be inspected (generally not less than once every two
years) by the USDA. 

2. Requires new exercise standards that allow a dog daily
access to exercise that enables it to move sufficiently to
maintain normal muscle tone and mass, the ability to
achieve a running stride, and is not a forced activity. 

– The area for exercise should have flooring that allows for
this type of exercise. 

– It should be constructed of solid flooring or non-solid,
non-wire flooring that is safe and appropriate for the
breed, size and age of the dog, is free from sharp edges,
and is designed so that the paw cannot extend
throughout and become caught in the flooring. 

– The flooring must be cleaned at least once daily, be free
of infestation and designed to prevent escape. 

The bill provides an exemption from exercise for dogs that
should not exercise for reasons of health/condition/well-being
as certified by a licensed veterinarian. 

This measure does not limit the number of dogs a
person/kennel may own or define commercial breeders based
on the number of dogs they own. 

The measure would go into effect one year after the date of the
enactment of this bill. 

The AKC is currently studying the impact of this measure.

Just what is a puppy mill?
By Norma Bennett Woolf

Twenty years ago, people knew that a “puppy mill” was a
substandard kennel where unhealthy, overbred dogs were
kept in horrendous conditions.

Today it’s not so easy. In the last decade of the 20th Century,
activist groups began to broaden the term to cover just about
any kennel that they didn’t like. As a result, commercial kennels
and hobby breeders with more than an arbitrary number of
dogs or litters have become targets for anti-breeding groups
that lobby for laws to restrict these law-abiding operations.
These organizations stir up public support for breeding
restrictions and high license fees by deliberately blurring the
lines between responsible breeding operations and real puppy
mills. They use emotional rhetoric and pictures of dirty kennels
and sickly dogs to imply that most or all breeders will subject
their dogs to abusive lives unless they are regulated.

Shelter and rescue workers who receive dogs from raids on
squalid kennels often lead the fight for laws restricting or
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regulating breeding in an effort to close kennels they label as
puppy mills. Some responsible breeders are so incensed at the
existence of substandard kennels that they are willing to accept
these punitive licensing schemes even though the costs may
limit or destroy their breeding programs.

Lawmakers who write bills aimed at preventing puppy mills
leave the definitions up to those who lobby for the laws. As a
result, publicity campaigns highlight kennels where dozens or
hundreds of dogs are kept in poor conditions, but the bills
themselves often target responsible hobby and commercial
breeders with far fewer breeding dogs. 

So, how do we evaluate those bills and make sure that
substandard kennels are cleaned up? First we have to define
“puppy mill.” Is it …

A dirty, trashy place where one or several breeds of dogs are
kept in deplorable conditions with little or no medical care and
puppies are always available? 

Any high-volume kennel? 
A clean place where several breeds of dogs are raised in
adequate conditions and the breeder usually or always has
puppies for sale? 

A place where a single breed of dog is raised in acceptable
conditions and puppies are usually or often available? 

A place where lots of dogs are raised, where breeding is done
solely for financial gain rather than protection of breed
integrity, and where puppies are sold to brokers or to pet
stores? 

The answer depends on who you ask …
A hobby breeder dedicated to promoting and protecting a
particular breed or two might consider all of the above kennels
to be puppy mills. Animal shelter and rescue workers who deal
daily with abandoned, neglected, or abused dogs might agree.
Operators of clean commercial kennels, licensed by the US
Department of Agriculture or by state law, will strongly
disagree, for the very mention of “puppy mill” damages their
business and that of the pet stores they deal with. 

John Q Dog Owner probably thinks of puppy mills as those
places exposed on 20/20, Dateline, or Geraldo or pictured on
fundraising pamphlets by the Humane Society of the US and
other animal rights charities. He has seen the cameras pan
back and forth over trash, piles of feces, dogs with runny
noses and oozing sores, dogs crammed into shopping carts
and tiny coops, rats sharing dirty food bowls and dry dishes.
He has seen the kennel owner captured on tape, dirty, barely
articulate, and ignorant of dog care, temperament, genetic
health, or proper nutrition. But is the television crew simply
seeking the sensational and applying these appalling
conditions to the entire dog producing industry? Are the
photos on the fundraising appeals accurate depictions of the
majority of high volume kennels or are they used to generate
disgust for breeders and dollars for treasuries?

To be clear, we at Dog Owner’s Guide believe that kennel
conditions and dog health, not numbers or profit motive,
determine whether a kennel should be called a puppy mill. 

Evolution of high-volume kennels
The post-war boom of the late 1940s led to more leisure time
and greater amounts of disposable income. At the same time,
farmers, mostly in the Midwest, were seeking alternative crops.
Available money met with available supply, and the result was
the development of commercial puppy businesses. Retail pet
outlets grew in numbers as the supply of puppies increased,
and puppy production was on its way. Retail giants such as
Sears Roebuck sold puppies in their pet departments and pet
store chains were born.

Unfortunately, many puppy farmers had little knowledge of
canine husbandry and often began their ventures with little
money and ramshackle conditions. They housed their dogs in
the chicken coops and rabbit hutches they already had,
provided little socialization because they didn’t know that
puppies needed this exposure, and often skipped veterinary
care because they couldn’t afford to pay. Organizations such
as the HSUS (before it joined the animal rights movement)
investigated conditions at these farms and eventually were
successful in focusing national attention on the repulsive
conditions at breeding kennels they labeled as “puppy mills.”

The substandard conditions highlighted in this campaign were
a major force for passage of the national Animal Welfare Act.
“Puppy mill” first became synonymous with horrible
conditions, then was used to indict any breeder who breeds
lots of dogs, no matter what the conditions of the kennel or
the health of the puppies. HSUS, People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals, and other animal rights groups planted
and cultivated this “most kennels are puppy mills” idea in the
public consciousness to legitimize themselves in the eyes of
animal lovers and to collect tens of millions of dollars in
donations. 

The Animal Welfare Act 
The Animal Welfare Act is administered by the US Department
of Agriculture. The act lists several categories of businesses
that handle dogs:

Pet dealers who import, buy, sell, trade or transport pets in
wholesale channels; 

Pet breeders who breed for the wholesale trade, whether for
selling animals to other breeders or selling to brokers or
directly to pet stores or laboratories; and 

Laboratory animal dealers, breeders, bunchers, auction
operators and promoters of contests in which animals are
given as prizes. 

Hobby breeders who sell directly to pet stores are exempt
from licensing if they gross less than $500 per year and if they
own no more than three breeding females. 

The AWA does not define either “commercial kennel” or
“puppy mill.” The American Kennel Club also avoids defining
“puppy mill” but does label a commercial breeder as one who
“breeds dogs as a business, for profit” and a hobby breeder as
“one who breeds purebred dogs occasionally to justifiably
improve the breed, not for purposes of primary income.”

AKC does not license breeders, but they do inspect breeders
who sell AKC-registered litters. [More on AKC registration] The
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USDA issues licenses under the Animal Welfare Act after
inspecting kennels to determine whether or not applicants
meet minimum standards for housing and care. Among the
requirements are a minimum amount of space for each dog,
shelter, a feeding and veterinary care program, fresh water
every 24 hours, proper drainage of the kennel, and
appropriate sanitary procedures to assure cleanliness.

USDA licenses more than 4500 animal dealers, the bulk of
them dealing in wholesale breeding and distribution of dogs
and cats. The AWA does not cover commercial breeders who
sell directly to the public, and many animal welfare advocates
believe that additional regulations are needed to assure buyers
that breeding dogs and puppies are treated properly in these
kennels. Some states have passed kennel licensing and
inspection laws, but several attempts to amend the federal
AWA have failed because they placed a huge burden on
responsible breeders.

DOG definitions
It’s deceptively easy to say that John Jones or Mary Smith runs
a puppy mill or that pet store puppies come from puppy mills,
but the label is tossed about so frequently and with so little
regard for accuracy that each prospective dog owner should
ascertain for himself whether or not he wishes to buy a dog
from John Jones, Mary Smith, a pet store, or a hobby breeder.
Here are our Dog Owner’s Guide definitions to help you
decide:

Hobby breeder: A breed fancier who has a breed or two (or
even three); follows a breeding plan to preserve and protect
each breed; produces a limited number of litters each year;
breeds only when a litter will enhance the breed and the
breeding program; raises the puppies with plenty of
environmental stimulation and human contact; has a contract
that protects breeder, puppy, and buyer; raises dog in the
house or runs a small, clean kennel; screens breeding stock to
eliminate hereditary defects; works with a breed club or kennel
club to promote and protect the breed; and cares that each
and every puppy is placed in the best home possible.

Commercial breeder: One who usually has several breeds of
dogs with profit as the primary motive for existence.
Commercial breeders that are inspected by USDA, state
agencies, or the American Kennel Club should have adequate
conditions. Commercial breeders that sell directly to the public
fall through the regulatory cracks unless they do business in a
state that licenses commercial kennels. Dogs in these kennels
may be healthy or not and their conditions may be acceptable
or not. The dogs are probably not screened for genetic
diseases, and the breeding stock may or may not be selected
for resemblance to the breed standard or for good
temperament. 

Broker: One who buys puppies from commercial kennels and
sells to retail outlets or other kennels. Brokers ship puppies on
airlines or by truckload throughout the country. Brokers must
be licensed by USDA and must abide by the shipping
regulations in the Animal Welfare Act.

Buncher: One who collects dogs of unknown origin for sale to
laboratories or other bunchers or brokers. Bunchers are
considered lower on the evolutionary scale than puppy mill

operators, for there is much suspicion that they buy stolen
pets, collect pets advertised as “Free to a good home,” and
adopt unwanted pets from animal shelters for sale to research
laboratories. USDA licenses and inspects bunchers to make
sure that they abide by the AWA.

Amateur breeder: A dog owner whose pet either gets bred by
accident or who breeds on purpose for a variety of reasons.
This breeder may be ignorant of the breed standard, genetics,
behavior, and good health practices. An amateur breeder can
very easily become a hobby breeder or a commercial breeder,
depending on his level of interest or need for income. 

A real puppy mill: A breeder who produces puppies with no
breeding program, little attention to puppy placement, and
poor health and socialization practices. Conditions in puppy
mills are generally substandard and may be deplorable, and
puppies and adult dogs may be malnourished, sickly, and of
poor temperament.

Prospective buyers should keep these definitions in mind
when seeking a puppy to add to their lives. For more advice 
on selecting a breeder, see “Finding a responsible breeder” 
and “Go to the source, directly to the source, to get that 
special puppy.”

– via http://www.canismajor.com/dog/puppymil.html
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A Dogs Soul
Every dog must have a soul, somewhere deep inside

Where all his hurts and grievances are buried with his pride.

Where he decides the good and bad, the wrong way from the right,
And where his judgement carefully is hidden from our sight.

A dog must have a secret place, where every thought abides,
A sort of close acquaintance that he trusts in and confides.

And when accused unjustly for himself, He cannot speak,
Rebuked, He finds within his soul, the comfort he must seek.

He'll love, tho'he is unloved, and he'll serve tho'badly used,
And one kind word will wipe away the times when he's abused.

Altho' his heart may break in two, his love will still be whole,
Because God gave to every dog an understanding Soul!

– Author Unknown


